
                         The Five Fundamental Points 
 

         Point 4: BROTHERLY LOVE 

 
 

 
Up to here all three 
points have been 
focussed on our 
relationship with God – 
The glory of God, 
Knowing God and 
Identification with God. 
But it’s written in the 
Bible that “he who loves 

God must also love his brother” 1 John 4:21). If our relationship 
with God is correct, it needs to reflect on our relationship with our 
brothers in Christ. And this is a fundamental theme as it’s a 
commandment of God indicated in the Old Testament, amended 
and augmented by the Lord Jesus in the New. 
 
Brotherly love is hugely joyful and is what characterises Christians, as 
Jesus said: 

 
“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have 

loved you, so you must love one another.
 
By this everyone will know 

that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” John 13:34, 35. 
Jesus also said that it’s our love and unity that will convince the world 
that He is the truth: “I in them and you in me—so that they may be 
brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent 
me and have loved them even as you have loved me.” John 17:23.  As 
all men are under sin, until there is repentance there is a self-centred 
barrier between us and our brother which prevents us from loving them 
as Jesus loved us. Once we have repented and laid down our lives for 
Jesus, we enter into a dimension of love that we never knew was 
possible. 
 
Regarding joy He says: “If you obey my commands, you will remain in 
my love, just as I have obeyed my Father’s commands and remain in his 
love.  I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy 



may be complete. My command is this: Love each other as I have loved 
you. Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his 
friends. You are my friends if you do what I command.” John 15:10-14 
 
The commandment of the Lord in chapter 13 of John with respect to the 
love that we need to have one for another is: “As I have loved you” 
(v31). And here is where our self love rebels. The love of Jesus towards 
us was that “though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so 
that you through his poverty might become rich.” He “took on the very 
nature of a servant” (Phil.2:7) 
 
Paul puts it this way when he says:  
“Nobody should seek his own good, but the good of others.” (1 Cor. 
10:24) 
 
All this has a tremendous conclusion as John says: “This is how we 
know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought 
to lay down our lives for our brothers.” (1 John 3:16) 
 
So brotherly relationships are not just politeness nor superficial, but 
profound with the love of God. 
 
Here we get the essentials for the world to believe: THE UNITY OF THE 
CHURCH, that isn’t fed by councils or congresses but by this love which 
if we don’t profess we become “a sounding gong or clashing cymbal”  
1 Cor. 13:1) 
 
If all we’ve said in the previous points doesn’t reflect itself in this point 
No.4, what comes before is no use because we’ve committed the error 
of not recognising Christ in the brothers. 
 
A close reading of the judgement of the nations in Matthew 25 gives us 
light that we can never dissociate Christ from our brothers. We must 
never tire of saying that we must love them more than ourselves. 
 
In Colossians 3 it marks out well what is the negative part of 
sanctification – triumphing over sin; and also what is the positive part 
where it tells us that we are clothed with Him with the virtues of Christ, 
that include a preponderance of love: “And over all these virtues put on 
love, which binds them all together in perfect unity”. (v14) From this we 



deduce that identification with the holiness of God is identification with 
holiness and love; that’s to say that both perfections go together. And 
when the Bible says: “Be holy for I am holy” (1 Peter 1:16), it means not 
just that we leave sinning  but that we do the works of God covered with 
a mantle of love.  
 
“This is how we know that we love the children of God: by loving God 
and carrying out his commands. This is love for God: to obey his 
commands. And his commands are not burdensome” 1 John 5:2,3  
- There are two important points here: firstly that if we really love God’s 
children then we will show this by obeying His commands – principally 
to love God will all our heart, soul, mind and strength. This shows our 
love for our brother by setting a good example to follow.  
 
“Seeing you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the 
Spirit to sincere love of the brethren, see that you love one another with 
a pure heart fervently:.” 1 Peter 1:22 
- Fervently means with fire or heat. This is no love out of duty but a 
genuine fire of love in our hearts. It’s the kind of love that warms the 
heart of God and the church, and causes the world to believe. We are 
severely limited in our love for one another if we reserve it for one 
meeting on a Sunday. Real love shows itself firstly in the home and then 
with Christian neighbours, and then by meeting frequently as a 
congregation. 
 
“This is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, 
and to love one another as he commanded us.” 1 John 3:23 
- these are the two commands that Jesus mentions frequently and “the 
disciple who Jesus loved”. Everything starts with believing in Jesus 
Christ, and everything works towards loving one another. 
 
CONCLUSION: 
The following passage sums up everything: “You, my brothers, were 
called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful 
nature; rather, serve one another in love.  The entire law is summed up 
in a single command: “Love your neighbour as yourself.”

 
If you keep on 

biting and devouring each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by 
each other. Gal 5:13-15. If we sow seeds of resentment or envy or 
unforgiveness, so we grow in hatred; as we sow seeds of humility, 
preferring one another, so our love grows.  



 
Finally Paul says: “Now about brotherly love we do not need to write to 
you, for you yourselves have been taught by God to love each other.  
And in fact, you do love all the brothers......... Yet we urge you, brothers, 
to do so more and more.” 1 Thessalonians 4: 9,10.   
 
May our brotherly love increase more and more, to the Glory of God! 
Amen. 
 
 

 
 
 
                    E G#        C#m 
Teach us to love one another  
       F#m                B7 
In a pure way, in a holy way x2  
        G#m                 C#7 
Lord come by Your Spirit Jesus 
F#m                   B7 
Come with Your fire,  
       G#m           C#7  
Consume every sin within us 
F#m         B7 
Open our hearts 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The Five fundamental points are a summary of New Testament doctrine in 
practice. They are: 1. The Glory of God   2. Knowing God   3. Identification with 
God   4. Brotherly relationships   5. The Church. They were written in about 1995 
in Spanish by Jorge Pradas. For a copy of all five points please see 
www.riversoflife.org,uk 
 
 

http://www.riversoflife.org,uk/

